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FAA REISSUES POLICY ON AIRPORT RATES AND CHARGES

On September 10, 2013, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) republished its Policy
Regarding Airport Rates and Charges (the “Policy”) in order to reflect the many amendments
and deletions that had occurred since it was originally published on June 21, 1996.

In 1997, portions of the 1996 Policy were challenged and ultimately vacated by the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in Air Transport Ass’n of America v. DOT, 119
F.3d 38, amended by 129 F.3d 625 (D.C. Cir. 1997).

In 2008, the FAA proposed to allow aircraft operators to implement landing fee schemes that
implemented congestion pricing principles. The congestion pricing changes were challenged and
upheld by Air Transport Ass’nv. DOT, 613 F.3d 206 (D.C. Cir. 2010).

Although there have been no recent changes in the Policy, the FAA agreed to republish because
it had received many requests for a single document reflecting current official Policy.

If you have any questions or would like further information regarding this Policy, please contact
our office.
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McBreen & Kopko’s Aviation Group represents air carriers, fixed base operators (FBOs), airport
managers, aviation service providers, and business aircraft owners and operators on a wide range
of aviation issues including regulatory matters, commercial transactions, aircraft finance matters,
and bankruptcy and creditors’ rights.
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